The First Annual Southern California
Japanese Speech Contest

2008 3 30 1 3
Date & Time: Sunday, March 30, 2008 1PM 3PM

PLACE Irvine Japan Town Community Center
Address: 17952 Sky Park Circle #K Irvine CA 92614

Southern California Japanese Speech Contest Committee

Message of Committee Chair

Thank you very much for attending “ The First Annual So Cal Japanese Speech Contest.” Although Japanese speech
contests already exist in certain schools and organizations in Southern California, our goal of the So Cal Japanese Speech
Contest was to include those who could not participate in pre-existing programs. This program is a culmination of the
countless hours of hard efforts that the volunteers exerted in the short amount of time provided in preparation. On behalf of
the Planning Committee, | would like to give my sincere appreciations to all volunteers and supporters. We are extremely
proud to present the six high school speech contestants today. The winner of today’ s program will participate in the All
USA High School Japanese Speech Contest that will be held in May, and possibly compete in the International Japanese
Speech Contest in July. We sincerely hope that this program has enhanced the participant’ s Japanese language level and
increased their interest in Japan and Japanese culture, ultimately training them to serve as the connecting thread between
Japan and the United States in the years to come.

Yoshie Sonoyama  Committee Chair



PROGRAM

Opening Remarks Y oshie Sonoyama/Committee Chair

Introductions of the Judges

Explanation of Judging Criteria Dr. Hidemi RiggsHead Judge

Speech

Intermission: Introduction of Japan—DV D presentation
Announcement of Winners: Dr. Hidemi Riggs

Award Presentation: Y oshie Sonoyama/Committee Chair
Gene;aJ Remarks: Dr. Hidemi Riggs

Words of Gratitude Mayumi Oda



CONTESTANTSand SPEECH TITLES

Catherine Chao “My Japanese grow up with me”
Irvine, Northwood High school

Emily Cruz “The way of the sword”
Escondido, San Pasqual High School

Eric Denker "Unforgettable Experience in Japan”
Escondido, San Pasqual High School

Wyatt Goettsch “The Intrigue of Japanese”
Escondido, Escondido Charter High School

Hannah Shipps “Why | study Japanese”
Poway, Chrigtian L.I.F.E. Academy

Cynthia Woodward "My Experience about Japan".
Poway, Sweetwater Ranch Academy.
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